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The name Frank has given us a word with a very
pleasant meaning, but this was not the case with all
the Teutonic tribes which broke in upon the Roman
Empire. A person who is very uncivilized in his
manners is sometimes called a " Goth." The word
is often especially used to describe a person who
does not appreciate pictures and books and works
of art. Sometimes architects will pull down beau-
tiful old buildings to make place for new, and the
people who appreciate beautiful things describe
them as " Goths/' More often, perhaps, the word
Vandal is used to describe such people. The Goths
and Vandals were two of the fiercest and most bar-
baric of the German tribes which overran the Roman
Empire from the third to the fifth century. They
showed no respect for the beautiful buildings and
the great works of art which were spread over the
empire. They robbed and burned like savages, and
in a few years destroyed many of the beautiful
things which had been made with so much care
and skill by the Greek and Roman artists. So deep
an impression did their destructiveness make on the
world of that time that their names have been
handed down through sixteen centuries, and are used
to-day in the unpleasant sense of wilful destroyers
of beautiful things.

The words barbarian and barbarous are used in
the same way. We describe a child who behaves
in a rough way as " a little barbarian/' or a grown-
up person without ordinary good manners as " a